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India. I tell him that the way to check Britain in India is to make the Isle of France un fort-d armes, and a free port, etc. M. de Montmorin tells us that he proposed this very plan in 1783. M. Bonnet asks me if free ports in France are necessary for us. I tell him that I be* lieve not, but on this subject he must consult Mr. Short, who is our representative. He desires an interview, but M. de Montmorin tells him that Mr. Short can have no precise information on the subject In effect, when this matter was first agitated, Jefferson consulted me, but I chose to preserve the respect due to the representative of America. Visit Madame de Chastellux. She gives me an account of the interior of her family. The Duchess comes in, and the Marechal de Se*gur. He tells me that Brittany has undergone a sudden change ; the Noblesse and people are united, and they will reject the acts of the Assembled. M. de Thiard had told us that something of this sort would happen. The Cambrises are also discontented. Go from thence8to the Louvre. Madame is in bed. The Bishop arrives ; he lays down his hat and cane, and takes a chair in the manner of a man determined to stay. He confirms the news from Brittany, and adds that the cochois (?) looks black. This brings to my mind some dark hints communicated by the Comte de Luxembourg about Normandy. I told him, in reply to his apprehensions about the dismemberment of the kingdom, that if Normandy, Picardy, Flanders, Champagne, and Alsace continued true to the King, His Majesty might easily reduce the remainder of his kingdom."
"This morning [November i8th] while I am writing La Gaze comes in, He tells me that there was last night a meeting of the aciionnaires de la Caisse a'Escompte* They have named1 the commissaires to treat, report, etc., on Necker's plan. The general opinion seems to be opposed torrelled with the farmers-general and seventy deposited, should be augmented to fifty millions by a creation of twelve thousand five hundred shares payable in silver. Loustalot opposed Necker's scheme on the ground that it would simply associate the nation in the bankruptcy of the Caisse d'Escompte, for if the Caisse d'Escompte had the credit, it had no use for a national guarantee, and if the nation had the credit, it was not necessary for the Caisse d'Escompte to establish a Caisse Nationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
